Increased immunisation 
Indicator: 85 percent of two year olds are fully immunised by July 2010; 90 per cent by July 2011; and 95 per cent by July 2012.

Target Champion – Pat Tuohy, Chief Advisor, Child and Youth Health

Rationale

The national immunisation goal is 95% of children fully immunised at two years of age by ethnicity.  

Immunisation can prevent a number of diseases and is a very cost-effective health intervention.  Immunisation provides not only individual protection for some diseases but also population-wide protection by reducing the incidence of diseases and preventing them spreading to vulnerable people.  Some of these population-wide benefits only arise with high immunisation rates, depending on the infectiousness of the disease and the effectiveness of the vaccine.  New Zealand’s current immunisation rates are low by international standards and are not sufficient to prevent or reduce the impact of vaccine preventable diseases such as measles and Pertussis (Whooping Cough).
Increasing coverage for 2-year olds will require improvements in the whole immunisation system that should increase the other measures as well. Coverage for 2-year olds tells us whether children have received the full series of infant immunisations when they are most vulnerable and also tells us which children are not being reached by our immunisation system. It is a commonly-used measure internationally. It is still important that DHBs measure coverage at other milestone ages as this will provide more information about the immunisation system.

2009/10 Immunisation Coverage Targets

Immunisation coverage will be measured using the National Immunisation Register.  Achieving this target will require different rates of improvement, and some DHBs will have final targets above or below 95 percent coverage.  These will be set by the DHB in negotiation with the Target Champion. This target will be reported for Maori, Pacific (where relevant), and Other ethnic groups.  

DHB local targets are to be set for:

· DHB total

· Māori
· Pacific.

DHBs are expected to set targets that will reduce inequalities. This will be demonstrated by presenting and agreeing Māori and Pacific targets (where relevant). DHBs should set targets with the aim of eliminating inequalities by 2012. 
Note:  To assist with setting the immunisation health targets, see the section below called: “Obtaining immunisation coverage baselines to assist with setting the 2009/10 immunisation coverage health targets – National Immunisation Register (NIR) Datamart report instructions.”

Assessing DHB Immunisation Coverage

Progress towards the health target will be assessed quarterly.

The target will be assessed on the based on 3 months data for the previous quarter.

The assessment requirements for each quarter are set out below: 

Table 1: Quarters 1, 2 & 3 assessment

	Rating
	Explanation

	Achieved
	The DHB has reached the year’s total population immunisation coverage target for children 24 months of age (as agreed with Target Champion, and as documented in the District Annual Plan).

	Partially Achieved
	The DHB’s immunisation coverage is progressing towards achieving the target for children 24 months of age (as agreed with Target Champion, and as documented in the District Annual Plan).

	Not Achieved
	The DHB’s immunisation coverage has made no progress in the last two quarters or is worsening.


Table 2: Quarter 4 assessment

	Rating
	Explanation

	Outstanding Performer
	· The DHB has substantially exceeded the year’s immunisation coverage target for children 24 months of age (as agreed with Target Champion, and as documented in the District Annual Plan); and/or
· The DHB has reached the year’s immunisation coverage target for children 24 months of age for:

· the total population, and
· the Maori population group, and where applicable
· the Pacific population.

	Achieved
	The DHB has reached the year’s total population immunisation coverage target for children 24 months of age (as agreed with Target Champion, and as documented in the District Annual Plan).

	Partially Achieved
	The DHB’s immunisation coverage is progressing towards achieving the target for children 24 months of age (as agreed with Target Champion, and as documented in the District Annual Plan).

	Not Achieved
	The DHB’s immunisation coverage has failed to substantially progress towards the target for children 24 months of age (as agreed with Target Champion, and as documented in the District Annual Plan).


2009/10 Deliverables

How to report on immunisation coverage and progress towards the targets

Each quarter, DHBs are expected to provide a qualitative report confirming progress is tracking toward target as planned, or provide a exception report if progress is not tracking to plan. 

DHBs can access information from the NIR Datamart to guide their report on their progress towards the target.  A User Guide is available on NIR Datamart to assist DHBs with extracting and reporting immunisation coverage data from the NIR Datamart.
Reporting period

Quarterly- assessed on the basis of results from the previous quarter.

Obtaining immunisation coverage baselines to assist with setting the 2009/10 immunisation coverage health targets - NIR Datamart report instructions  
Percentage of eligible children fully immunised at 24 months of age – total DHB population, Māori and Pacific

· Use the NIR Datamart ‘Milestone Ages DHB (Excl PCV7).rep’’ report.

· For the ‘Report to date’: use the first day of the previous month
. 

1. For example if today’s date is 15 April 2008, use 1 March 2008 and enter ’01/03/2008’ as the ‘Report to date’

· Print the report from the ‘3 month’ tab 

· Use the 24 month milestone age data in the report from the ‘Total’, ‘Māori’ and ‘Pacific’ columns.

� The requirement to set a Pacific target applies only to those DHBs with high Pacific populations. These DHBs are: Counties Manukau, Auckland, Waitemata, Waikato, Capital & Coast, Hutt Valley and Canterbury DHBs.


� The first day of the previous month is used to ensure the complete month’s data has been loaded onto the NIR Datamart.





