Purchase Unit Data Dictionary (PU DD) and Common Counting Standards
Introduction

The Common Counting Standards developed jointly by the Ministry and the DHBs is the main document outlining how health activity should be defined, measured and counted to support the planning of health services. The Standards explain how to use the PU DD. 
Background

In 2008 Performance Framework Group (PFG) of DHBNZ endorsed the Purchase Unit Data Dictionary to be divided into three separate parts as follows:
1. the main body containing all purchase unit (PU) codes
2. PU changes sheets

3. unit of measure definitions, WIES-NZ case-mix information, acronyms and abbreviations, mapping tables, which form part of the Common Counting Standards
In 2009 Common Counting Group recommended to have all PU codes in the PU DD in one single worksheet, PU mapping tables, acronyms, abbreviations and Common Chart of Accounts General Ledger (GL) codes. Sector Improvement Group (SIG) and GM’s Funding and Planning Network endorsed these changes for version 15, 2010/2011 of the PU DD.

Current and future status

Further work is planned to include counting rules of health activity in the following service groups: 
· medical, 
· Maori health
· emergency department (ED)
· public health, 
· health of older people
· community support
· needs assessment
· disability support services
· drugs
· minor procedures
· maternity 
Service groups will be developed throughout 2010 and completed for the 2011/2012 Planning and Funding Package. The Common Counting Standards in their present form will be available together with the PU DD on the Nationwide Service Framework Library, but will be fully consulted on in 2011.
